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6 wELLINGToN

eagerlress as myself to approach him, and one of them as he passed by me said'
,,oh, for God's sake, Iet me see himl - I know yor-r will excuse me, sir, for this;

bgt I mgst see him!"' Nor was the excitement limited to British visitors; when

\\'ellington went to the opera with Castlereagh and his party, he 'was in plain

clothes, rvithout any decoration to attract notice, and sat in the back ofthe boxl

but he was almost immediatelv recognised by someone in the pit, and a voice

cried out, "Vellingtod'The cry was taken up by others, and at last the whole pit

rose, and turning to the box, called out "Vive Vellingtont" nor would they be

satisfied till he stood up and bowed to them, when he was cheered and

applaudedl'

Wellington spent barely a week in Paris, discussing the peace settlement

and the affairs of Spain and Portugal with Castlereagh, and making arrange-

ments with the French authorities for the British cavalry to march from

Toulouse to the channel Ports - the infantry would ship home from Bordeaux.

He also met the Ernperor Alexander of Russia and Metternich who, possibly

prejudiced by Castlereagh, enthused to his rvife that Wellington was Austrian

in his soullr

And it rvas in Paris too that he learnt that the British government had

rlarked his most recent vi.ctories and the coming of peace with another, final,

step in the peerage of the United Kingdom; on 3 May 18 t 4 he had been made

Duke of \trellington. He at once n'rote thanking the Prirne Minister in suitable

terms and stressing his pleasure that his principal lieutenants Hope, Graham,

Cotton, Hill and Beresford had been raised to the peerage at the same time.

While military honours always meant more to Wellington than civil distinc-

tions, he was not indifferent to this latest reward for service, and mixing in

Paris with the princes, rulers and statesmen of Europe, he would have been

conscious of the importance of rank in an aristocratic age and society. The

famously nonchalant announcement of the news to Henry in a postscript - 'I

believe I forgot to tell you I was made a Duke' - came almost a fortnight later

rvhen, on signing a letter on other questions, Wellington realised that it had

hitherto been overlooked. Still, not many men would overlook such an honour,

certainly not Lord Wellesley for whom the comparison with his own despised

Irish marquessate must have been both inescapable and unbearable.'

The subject that dominated wellingtons discussions with castlereagh in

Paris was the state of Spain, where unfolding events would have a significant

effect on Wellingtons reputation at horne, and sow the seeds for much subse-

quent radical criticism. When Ferdinand had been released by the French on

24 March 1814 he had proceeded to Valencia amidst acclamations of joy. He

clid not fail to notice that the liberales and their constitution of 1812 were

unpopular in the country. At valencia on 16 April General EIio had publicly

declared his determination, and that of the army, to uphold the King in the
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8 wELLtNGToN

legacy of goodwill on either side from the struggle against Napoleon. While

Spain attempted to return to eighteenth-century absolutist government, in

Britain an increasingly vocal, liberal and confident public emerged, which not

only condemned Ferdinandt political oppression at horne, but was morally

outraged that Spain had not abandoned the slave trade. When Wellington was

the guest of honour at a Guildhall dinner in London in fuly, only three months

after the war had ended, the Lord Mayor warned him that any attempt to toast

the King of Spain would either be positively refused or 'at least received with so

much disgust as to render it very disagreeable to rne and to every well wisher to

the Spanish governmentl I l

wellingtons mission to Madrid is significant for the insight it provided into

his political outlook his dislike of the unbridled absolution espoused by many

of Ferdinand's supporters was as strong as his irritation with the ideologically

driven folly of the liberales when thev had been in power in 1813. The Iack of

moderation and tolerance appalled him, especially as he believed it was bound

to iead to a reaction. Manv values that l,r'ere taken for granted in a British

context 1^,ere in question in Spain, so that \Vellington was reduced to instructing

the Minister of \Var on the importance of the rule of law and the separation of

the iudicial and executive branches of goYernment, so that consequently

captain generals should not interfere in the proceedings of the law courts'

Above all \fellington upheld the importance of the army standing aloof from

politics and accepting its subordination to the government of the day, which in

turn refrained from using the army, or its patronage, to pursue the interest of a

political faction or party. The rejection of these values contributed greatly to

Spains misfortunes over the next century and a half.t2

However, \Arellington received little credit for these views at home and he

was often accused of having tolerated, if not actively supported, Ferdinand's

coup, while the faults of the Spanish liberales were ignored by a public which

knew little of their actual conduct but found their rhetoric appealing. There

was a particularly unpleasant element to an article h The Times in November

which, in the course of defending Henry wellesley, condemned wellington for

accepting honours from Ferdinand at a time when the leaders of the Cortes

who originally proposed the honours 'had been carried from their homes to

dungeonsl The chronology on which the charge depended was hopelessly inac-

curate, but that hardly mattered for any refutation would simply give the accu-

sations added life. Wellington could point out that he had offended the editor

of The Timesby refusing to accept a friend of Mr Walter's as a chaplain. But that

tvas not the whole story: Mr Walter's nomination had come via Benjamin

Sydenham, and Lord Welleslel' had a long-standing and close connection with

The Times.'I cannot drive frorn my mind that this paragraph comes from

Apsley House [Lord Wellesley's residence]l Wellington told Pole. 'There is in it
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10 wELLINGToN

and worthy triumph. It was an occasion of dignity and state. A large crowd

including many members of the Commons had assembled to watch, while the

peers' benches were unusually crowded. Both the Duchess of Wellington and

the Countess of Mornington (Wellington's mother) were present, and saw

Wellington enter the House soon after three otlock preceded by the Duke of

Norfolk, Earl Marshal of England, Sir Isaac Heard, Garter King-at-Arms and

Sir Thomas Tyrrwhit, Usher of the Black Rod, and with the Dukes of Richmond

and Somerset accompanying him as his supporters. His patents of creation

were then severally read - u'hich took 'a considerable time' - before the usual

oaths were administered, he signed his name and took his seat. The Lord

Chancellor then addressed him to convey the Thanks of the House which had

been voted the previous evening and Wellington replied lvith a suitable, and

therefore not strictly accurate, speech in which he paid tribute to the unwa-

vering support he had received from the government, the ample resources

entrusted to him, and the 'cordial assistance' he had received from 'the gallant

officers who shared my campaignsl After a f-ew minutes in which he was

congratulated by rnany ofthe peers he retired to unrobe and returned dressed

in his fieid marshal's uniform with all his decorations, and the House proceeded

to consider a petition from the Roman catholics of England, and the lteatv of

Peace with France.r6

In May the Prince Regent had informed Parliament of wellington'.s eleva-

tion to a dukedom and asked it fbr a grant to enable him to supPort the honour.
'Ihe ministers, working tiom precedents, proposed €300,000 in addition to the

f,100,000 already granted. This ran into opposition of an unexPected kind.

Samuel Whitbread, the most radicai of the leading Whigs, who had often been

scathing in his criticism of Wellington and the Peninsular commitment, now

declared that 'there was no man so wicked, so stupid, or so envious, as to

ventLrre to detract from the glory o1' the Duke of Weliingtonl And George

Ponsonby, the leader of the Whigs in the Commons, went further and proposed

that the new grant be raised to €400,000. A somelvhat bemused Chancellor of

the Exchequer agreed and the t,ote was passed without dissent.r;

On 1 |uly Wellington personally thanked the Commons, being received

with immense enthusiasm and continued acclamation. That night there was a

grand masked ball held in his honour at Burlington House attended by all the

haut ton and some of the more lashionabie and daring of the demi-monde safe

behind dominoes (masks). Byron was there, looking'very welf in the becoming,

if incongruous, costume of a rnonk, whiie Hobhouse wore his Albanian

costume. Supper lvas held in a temporary room which sat 1,700 persons with

ease, and looking back over a long life Hobhouse declared that it was 'the most

magnificent thing of the kind ever seenl Wellington was reported to be 'in great

good humour . . . and not squeezed to deathlis
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12 WELLINGTON

creature he ever lvas. He met me very kindly, enquiring after Felix [her son, an

officer who had been ADC to Sir Thomas Graham] ''23

The pace slackened after the f6te and Wellington was able to get out of

London. Yet even here he was the celttre of attention and on display, with

crowds following him, cheering and calling out blessings. At Salisbury the

enthusiasm was overwhelming, and the crowd pressed close so that Wellington's

arms were 'almost pulled off in the eagerness of the people to shake han ds with

him!' Yet Wellington \^/as not annoyed by the incident; indeed he treated it
'with the most pert-ect good humourl And this seems to have been typical of his

attitude towards all the celebrations and pomp of these weeks; there is no

evidence that he viewed them n'ith disdain or cynicism, while his one recorded

comment suggests that he felt a good deal of relish in the pleasure of the

tnoment, without taking it too seriousl)'. As he was escorting Lady Shelley from

their box at the Opera one night the crorvd parted before them with the greatest

respect, and \t'ellington ret.uarked 'ir-r the gayest tone: "It's a fine thing to be a

great man, is it not?"'r'
Lad1. Shelle1' \\'as one of the ne1,' friends \\reliington made in these weeks

*,ho rvould have an irnportant place in his 1if-e over the next few vears. She was

trventy-seven, rnarried, and rvith a famill'. Her husband Sir lohn Shelley was

three years ,younger than \t'ellington and had served in the army in his youth

and in Parliament in 1806, but was best knolr,'n for his connections with Carlton

House and the Turf. Lady Bessborough thought that he seemed a good-natured

fool rather than a rogue, although not everyone agreed. Gossip accused them

both of blatantly pursuing Wellington in London and later, in Paris, in 1815. If
so, they were certainly not alone, and Wellington enjoyed Lady Shelley's

company more than most, for she was liveiy and vivacious, and her flattery was

sufficiently subtle to appeal.r5

If only Kitty, the Duchess of Wellington, had possessed the nerve and zest

for society of Lad1, Shelleyl But at forty-two Kitty had long since lost her

youthful vivacity rvithout gaining any compensating self-assurance. Five years

of independently managing her own househoid and aflhirs had done nothing

to strengthen her confidence or resilience; she stili shrank from high society

and rvas liable to be throlvn into a panic by trivialities. Her health and spirits

were not robust. It is possible that she was battling clinical depression; certainly

she spent far too much time dwelling on her own failings. She was happiest in

the country, staying in or near Tunbridge Wells, and devoting herself to her

two boys and to Gerald, Henry Wellesleyt son.'o

The long separation had seen no diminution of Kitty'.s aflection for

\Arellington; he rnay even have been easier to love in absentia.. But nor did it

diminish the fatal ineptitude and over-eagerness l,vith nhich she expressed her

feeling. For example itr the autumn of 1813 she learnt that Wellington was
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t4 WELLINGTON

been united with the Netherlands. Britain viewed the new country as an essen-

tial bulwark against renewed French expansion, and had championed its inter-
ests in the peace negotiations. She had returned to it the fabulously wealthy
Dutch East Indies, and while she retained the poor but strategically important
Cape of Good Hope, she paid €2 million in compensation, on condition that
this money be spent building fortresses in southern Belgium. The threat of
invasion from the Low Countries had haunted British strategic policy for
centuries, and experience of Napoleons naval building programme at Antwerp
only sharpened the concern. The small British army taken to Holland by Sir
Thomas Graharn at the beginning of 1813 had not been withdrawn, although
its command was about to be given to the young Hereditary Prince of Orange
(son of the ruling Prince of Orange), Wellingtons former ADC. The extent of
British interest in the Netherlands aroused some jealousy in both Russia and
Prussia, but the greatest resentment was naturally felt in France where the loss

of Beigium was f'elt keenly as a blow to national pride and a breach of the
doctrine of 'natural frontiersl The situation was not helped by the fact that
many Belgians, especially in the southern, French-speaking part of the country,
regarded themselves as French and disliked their incorporation in the United
Netherlands.

Wellington's visit rvas intended to be an affirmation of British support for
the Netherlands in the tvake of the breakdown of the proposed marriage
between Princess Charlotte and the Hereditarv Prince of Orange; and it gave

him the opportunity to tour the Belgian frontier and advise both governments
on the construction of the 'barrier fbrtressesi He did not have time to inspect
the whole frontier but noted that the west, and in particular the centre between
Mons and Namur, were the most vulnerable points. Considering possible lines
an invading French armymight take, he identified a number of positions in
which it might be checked, including'the entrance of thefor& de Soignesby the
high road which leads to Brussels' - a position which he himself would success-

fully defend less than trvelve months later.r0 This possibility was in no one's

mind in 1814, but even without it wellington was convinced that his visit had
been worthwhile. 'Whatever may be the military consequences of our tour,' he
told Bathurst, 'we have made noise enough in the country, and the people are

convinced of our intention to defend itlrl
Wellington reached Paris on 22 August and on the very next day, even

befbre he had formally presented his credentials, he raised the issue of the slave

trade with thlleyrand. In the peace settlement the French, under pressure from
Castlereagh, had agreed to abolish the trade within five years, but this had not
satisfied Wilberforce and other campaigners, and their protests gained wide
support from the press and public. fhe British government was shaken by the
strength of this reaction, and instructed wellington to endeavour to persuade
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